
The bees are out and collect-

ing pollen and water. Make 

sure water is available close 

to the hives. Long distance 

flying to get vital water has 

many dangers and they can 

easily die of cold when the 

sun goes in. 

Remember if you have colony 

losses this spring DONõT 

CLEAR UP contact John  

Verran, he needs these bees 

for a research project  

looking at Colony Collapse. 

Any story or pictures for 

the Newsletter? Send in 

any format but e -mail    

preferred.  

Volunteer to provide an  

Observation Hive at The    

Kenfig Nature Reserve. 

Contact Sue  

Happy Beekeeping Sue  

Association News  

Meeting Dates  

There was some confusion at 

last months Apiary Meeting. 

Can I remind you that the 

Dairy Page sent out to     

members in September is a 

rough guide. The FINAL 

dates for all meetings are 

published in The Newsletter. 

The Newsletter should be 

with you 2 weeks before the 

second Monday of the month. 

If not contact me. Sue  
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Things to 

Bee Done 

This Month  

¶ Mark your 

Queens early in 

April ñfeed if 

necessary 

¶ Put on Supers 

early to prevent 

swarming 

¶ Start 10 day   

inspections  

¶ Read up on how to 

carry out an    

artificial Swarm.  

¶ Replace Old 

Brood Frames 

¶ RETURN YOUR 

2008 AUDIT  
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April 19, 

10.30am  

 

Marking 

Queens 
 

Your Opportunity 
to ôHave a Goõ 
Meet in Cemetery 

Car Park 

If you need a suit 

contact Sue  

Royal Welsh  

If you would like to help 

on The Glamorganõs stand 

at years Royal Welsh        

Agricultural Show this 

summer. No experience 

needed. Free entry and a 

meal. Great family day 

out. Half day either  

morning or afternoon on 

stand.      Contact Sue  

Swarm List  

Would you like to be put 

onto the Swarm List? 

Please state area you will 

cover, any restrictions e.g. 

heights.  

I will need your Mobile 

Number if Possible. E -mail 

me your information.  

Sue Contact P 4  

Honeybee Collecting Water  



How to Hive a Swarm  
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When you set off to catch a swarm you should take the following things with you: - 

¶ A large, strong cardboard box, (Crisp Box) Nuc Box, or skep  

¶  An old bed sheet, table cloth or something similar.  

¶  5 bricks or other weights.  

¶ Secateurs. A pruning saw.  

¶ Some string.  

¶ A bee brush or Goose Wing,  

¶ Protective clothing.  

¶ A smoker, fuel and matches.  

You may also need a ladder.  If someone else has called you out, try to discover 

before you set off whether you're likely to need a ladder and, if so, whether you 

can borrow one nearby.  

Once you've located the swarm you must assess the situation. Before starting ensure that it's been settled for 

some time.  It should be quite quiet with bees tunnelling in and out of the cluster.  There will also be some flying 

bees both coming and going.  You should work out what method you intend to use to catch the swarm.  You may be 

fortunate with the whole swarm hanging from a single branch at a convenient height.  Usually things are more 

complicated.  If the swarm is high up or, for some other reason, inaccessible you should consider carefully 

whether to attempt to catch it at all.  It's not worth breaking your neck for a swarm of bees.  Sometimes, if the 

swarm is in a bush or tree it may be necessary to remove some of the branches.   If this is the case make sure 

the owner understands and has given his or her permission. Place the sheet on the ground near to the swarm.  Put 

a brick on each corner to prevent it blowing about in the wind.  Put 

the fifth brick in the middle.  This will be used later to prop up 

the box.  Bees that have just swarmed are usually remarkably 

good tempered but it's still very advisable to wear protective 

clothing, particularly if you need to use a ladder.  

Let's consider the easiest situation first.  The swarm's hanging 

from a flexible branch with no other obstructions nearby. (Fig 1.)  

All you need to do is hold the box underneath the swarm, as close 

as possible, and give the branch a sharp jerk followed by a few 

vigorous shakes. (Fig 2.) Most of the bees should fall in but, if a 

fair number remain, you can 

follow up with the bee brush.  

However, don't waste too much 

time on this.  All you're trying 

to do is get the queen and the 

majority of bees into the box.  The rest will follow later.   An alternative is to 

smoke the remaining bees heavily to make them fly, after which they'll   

probably be attracted to the rest of the bees  already in the box.  If the 

branch is too rigid or the swarm's hanging from a fence or building you can 

just use the brush but, if there's sufficient space, a better method is to   

support the box, opening downwards, as close as possible above the swarm.  

Bees have an instinct to move upwards into the dark.  If you start them off by 

applying a  little smoke they should all move up quite quickly.  Otherwise you 

can encourage them by taking a handful of bees and throwing them into the 

box first.   

Fig 2. 

Fig.1 


