
I have a small number of £5 tickets for the ‘Convention’ 
first come first served, will be given out at meetings. 

Many thanks to Gillian for the article on page 3, anyone 
who would like to send in anything for the Newsletter 
please e-mail to Sue. 

Wax swop—if you are unable to get to the convention, 
contact Sue with your wax and we will swop it for founda-
tion. Beginners, the convention is a great place to pick up 
bargain equipment and craft materials. 

New section Page 2, send in any Swops, For Sales or Needs 
to  BEE SPACE. 
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WELSH BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 

2010 CONVENTION 

 

9.00AM SATURDAY 27TH MARCH 
TEA & COFFEE AVAILABLE FROM 8.30AM 

HAFOD A HENDRE HALL 

ROYAL WELSH AGRICULTURAL SHOW GROUND 

LLANELWEDD, BUILTH WELLS, POWYS, LD2 3SY. 

MYNEDIAD/ADMISSION ADULTS /OEDOLION -£7.00 

JUNIORS/IEUENCTID (UNDER17) - FREE /AM DDIM 

ADVANCE PAYMENT -£5.00 

CONVENTION TO BE OPENED BY 

ELIN JONES 

GUEST SPEAKERS 

DR JOHN KEFUSS, CLAIRE WARING, RICHARD BALL 

 
ñBEEKEEPERS QUESTION TIMEò 

A TEAM OF THREE EXPERTS WELCOMES  QUESTIONS 

FROM BEGINNERS 

AND MORE EXPERIENCED BEEKEEPERS. 

YOUR CHANCE TO ASK THAT QUESTION YOU HAVE  

ALWAYS WANTED TO ASK. 

 

TRADE STANDS AND EXHIBITIONS 
BARGAIN BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES 

ALL DAY REFRESHMENTS 

Jan 30 and Feb 6  

9.30  

Food Hygiene 

Course  

Please bring a 

packed Lunch  

 

 

Feb 9, 7pm  

Park Slip  

Getting Varroa 

Treatments 

Right  

A talk by Mike Pett 

Seasonal Bee     

Inspector  

 

 

Feb 2, 16, 23  

Park Slip 7pm  

Improvers  

If you would like to 

take any exams 

please can you 

turn up to enrol 

with your cheque 

and application 

form on Feb. 2  

 

Programme for   

improvers classes 

on web site  

Meetings 

¶ Check colonies to 

make sure they 
have enough 
stores 

 

¶ Feed if necessary 

with Candy , but 
at the end of the 
month feed with 
light syrup to 
encourage early 
development. 

 

¶ Put trays in and 

check the natural 
mortality drop. 
Go to  
www.national 
beeunit .com to 
find a Varroa 
calculator and 
treat as         
necessary. 

 
 

Are You Doing 
This? 

www.bridgendbeekeepers.co.uk 



I have been looking for land for some time now to grow vegetables, Fruit, keep bees and poultry on, I applied for a 

allotment in Brackla and was told there was a waiting list of about two years, I have been on the list for about 6 

months now and tried to put my name on the Bridgend allotments 

in town but was told there was a waiting list of 4 years and are not 

taking any more names, so I started to ask around talk to some 

farmers and land owners but no luck, I looked on the web and put 

my name on the  channel 4 land share web site but had no         

replies.  So I was just wondering if it would be possible to the below 

ad in the newsletter or do you know of anybody who has got land 

who would let me use it   

I am looking for land to grow veg, fruit 

and to keep chickens and  honey bees on  

Happy to clear overgrown land,  provide 

other services in return  

Or                                                                                                                                                        

Would be willing to pay a small rent 

or  give produce  in exchange  for the use of the land. Mike Brown  

                                   mikebrown01@hotmail.co.uk  

Bee Space  

There is the allotment holder in Pyle who would like bees on his plot if 

anyone is interested, contact Jon on.   

Liongetjam@aol.com  
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Free Standing Band Saw  

£55  

(Pick up only)  

John.verrran@btinternet.com  

mailto:Liongetjam@aol.com


When I signed up for the Bridgend Beekeepersô Beginnerôs course in 
September 2000 I told my friend E. about it; ñwhy donôt we go togetherò 
she said.  ñIôve always wanted to keep beesò.  We duly followed the 
course through the winter (confounding John V. with our utter inability to 
master the Demaree method) and when Spring arrived it seemed sensi-
ble to continue the partnership, as E. has a garden large enough to keep 
hives in and I donôt.  From the very first evening, when I removed the foam from the doorway of 
our very first colony without warning and scarpered, leaving  E. to face the confused and pent-up 
inhabitants, our partnership has been on the whole one of mutual goodwill interspersed with rabid 
disagreement.   
 There is no doubt that having two pairs of arms to lift heavy  supers and broodboxes is a 
good idea.  One can go on holiday leaving the other to feed, to medicate or to ñsuperò, the colo-
nies.  When a swarm call comes in at least one of us is usually able to attend.  We go over to the 
Bee Convention in Builth  together about every second year.  The first year that we went, most of 
the other attendees seemed to be elderly gentlemen with long beards, but there seem to be far 
more women going along now, and we donôt feel in quite such a minority.  
 Two heads are usually  better than one when it comes to deducing what the bees are up to, 
and deciding what to do about it,  although sometimes it feels like a game of chess:  we are on 
one side and the bees are on the other!  We share the expenses of the apiary as well, and the 
harvest.  E. takes charge of feeding, varroa count and medication (where needed) and I maintain 
the equipment and stock and process the honey - my kitchen is bigger than hers!  We used to 
leave honey extraction until September, when all of our children had gone back to school and the 
coast was clear; in theory September is a little late, but the last few summers have been so poor 
that this wait has increased the chance of actually having a harvest, although it pushes treatment 
time back too.   Rent for our out-apiary is due at Christmas, and as our farmer and his family donôt 
care much for honey we pay in home-made beeswax candles and jam.   
 Although, as has often been said, bees do nothing invariably, what you find when you lift 
that hive lid is never what you had expected.  That coveted queen cell you carefully marked with 
a drawing pin has disappeared,  the lid is full of wild comb and Her Majesty has unaccountably 
got through the excluder and is laying upstairs - again.  Being slow thinkers we find that the best 
interim solution is often to put the lid back on and go and have a cup of tea (or to go stand in the 
garden shed and wait for the bees to calm down, but that was due to a mistake that I made all on 
my own without any help from E). 
 We donôt have our hives on high stands; neither of us is over 5ô1 and we find that anything 
higher than a pair of breeze blocks makes a well-supered hive awkward to see inside and to ma-
nipulate; a low hive can be hard on the back, of course, and we have to keep the grass round 
about well down, to avoid damp in the hive.  All our colonies are on mesh floors once theyôre over 
nucleus size.  
 Each of us keeps a diary, not only to keep track of medication given but to note  events in 
the apiary, unusual situations within the colonies and to record how we have dealt with any prob-
lems.  Indeed, unless you mark your queens every year it is essential to keep a written record of 
her age and origin.  In our first year of beekeeping we had many setbacks and itôs a wonder to me 
now that we persevered - we didnôt even get any honey, but we had everything else under the 
sun including  drone layers, followers, laying workers, chalkbrood, sacbrood, acarine, varroa and 
the palsy.  July 29th we were ñbesieged by waspsò, which seems a bit early, and on August 11th I 
see it was ñbees cross and got inside veil,  inspection incompleteò.  You can tell  the bees have 
no respect for you when theyôre flying down the spout of the smoker.  Our colony count varies be-
tween one and four hives and weôve only been without bees altogether for about 6 months in nine 
years.  We try not to make the same mistakes twice, but in our beekeeping partnership this has 
never been much of a limitation. 

Gillian Tasker 

Beekeeping with a Partner  
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Sue Verran  
SECRETARY 

TY MEL 
Maesteg Road 

Coytrahen 
Bridgend 
CF32 0EE 

01656 729699 
secretary@bridgendbeekeepers.co.uk 

All correspondence, Newsletter 
Equipment Loan 

BRIDGEND AND DISTRICT BEEKEEPERS 
ASSOCIATION 

Please note that this will be your last     
Newsletter if you have not returned your 
membership to Janet. 
 
Prompt payment means costs are kept to a 
minimum. 
 
Senior Citizen     
means claiming the state pension 
 
Family Membership 
Means has one shared family apiary 
 
Please return the payment with the member-
ship form downloadable from the website. 

 
Thanks to all the prompt payers 

Membership  

John Verran  
President  

01656 724249 
John.verran@btinternet.com 

All Aspects of Beekeeping 
Expert Bee Disease Advice 

Mike Pett  
Chairman  

01656 658963 

mpett@talktalk.net  
All Aspects of Beekeeping 

Association Shop 

Craig Brocklebank  
Apiary Manager  

01656 730582 
c_brocklebank@sky.com 

All Association Apiary Events 

Andy Poulter  
Education Officer  

 ADP@pjpuk.fsbusiness.co.uk 

Beginners Classes 
Master Classes 

Angela  Lithgow MacLean  
WEB Master/Librarian  

01639 710293 

library@bridgendbeekeepers.co.uk 
Library Loans 

Web Page  

Janet Martin  
Treasurer  

01443 436699 

treasurer@bridgendbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

E N O 

R G L 

E V S 
¶ How many words can you make 

out of the 9 letters above?  
¶ Each word must contain the centre 

letter (yellow)  
¶ Put all nine letters together to form 

one nine letter word associated 
with Beekeeping. 
Last months nine letter word:         

VOLUNTEER  

Www.bridgendbeekeepers.co.uk  


