
Enough is enough, we have had another incident at the   

apiary. A hive has been opened up, the queen and two 

frames of brood taken. This unfortunately must be a     

beekeeper.  We are a non profit making organization set up 

to support beekeepers and promote beekeeping through 

talks and demonstrations. If you are reading this, STOP 

removing bees from our apiary. If you need bees go on the 

swarm list or contact me.  Sue, Verran@btinternet.com  
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Mentors  

Please contact John 

Verran if you are     

prepared to take 

one or more of the 

Beginners Apiary 

Meetings.  
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Things to 

Bee Done 

This Month  

¶Check colonies 

near Oil Seed 

Rape and      

extract honey 

when the rape is         

predominately 

green 

¶Continue weekly 

inspections for 

swarming and 

supering 

¶Check Varroa 

mite drop  
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Association 

Meeting  

Pencoed        

Agricultural  

College 

Association     Apiary 
 (Sun)  

10.30am  

 

JUNE 7  

 

JUNE14 

 

June 21  

 

June 27  

Meet in Cemetery Car 

Park 

If you need a suit      

contact Sue  

Royal Welsh  

Would like to help on The 

Glamorganõs stand at this 

years Royal Welsh        

Agricultural Show this 

summer. No experience 

needed. Free entry and a 

meal. Great family day 

out. Half day either  

morning or afternoon on 

stand.      Contact Sue  

BUDDY SYSTEM  

Please contact Mike 

Pett, Sue or John 

Verran if you would 

be prepared to 

buddy a new      

beekeeper for this   

season. 

Honey bee on CherryñSteve Lintern 
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This year the old county of Glamorgan is the Featured County at the Royal Welsh 

Show. The Bridgend Beekeeping Association, together with those of Cardiff and 

West Glamorgan and the Swansea Society, in conjunction with the WBKA, have 

agreed to man the Glamorgan Beekeepers stand at the Show. The four clubs have 

formed a Joint Committee in order to organize the content of the stand. The 'Aims 

and Objectives' are as set out below:  

(a) To promote beekeeping and encourage all interested in the art and science of 

beekeeping, 

stressing the benefits that beekeeping confers on agriculture and horticulture  

(b) To provide helpful educational facilities through:  

i the presentation of informative leaflets and provision of child friendly activities  

ii proffering advice to practising beekeepers and prospective beekeepers  

iii providing information on the availability of training sessions and examination opportunities  

iv providing information and contact details of Local Beekeeping Associations  

(c) To remind and inform of the seriousness of the present plight of our bee population, both  

honey bees, bees indigenous to the British Isles and bees worldwide.  

(d) To stress and inform on the importance of bees to our environment  

(e) Provide examples and ideas for encouraging bee friendly habitats  

(d) To inform of the importance and detection and treatment of bee disease  
 

The stand will be divided into three sections:  

1. Environmental issues. This will include information on the needs of the various kinds of 

bee to be found in the British Isles. Encouragement to plant bee friendly plants and the 

provision of nests for solitary bees. There will also be an appeal to farmers to help by pro-

viding a small piece of land for use by a local beekeeper or to take up beekeeping them-

selves. We hope to give away 'goody bags' which will include the materials and instructions 

for making a solitary bee nest. A free packet of seeds and various information leaflets will 

also be included.  

2. Information for adults including Beekeepers/prospective Beekeepers.  

This section will have information on keeping bees and include examples of beekeeping 

equipment and information on the WBKA. Beekeepers will be encouraged  

to join their local Association with a 'Special Show Joining Offer'. All Associations in Wales 

have been invited to participate and the response has been extremely encouraging. We are 

hopeful of sourcing additional 'goody bags' to contain relevant informative leaflets. Within 

two weeks of the show, Welsh Associations will hold a follow up session by organizing a 

'Come and Find Out' day in their own areas.  

Bee Supportive 
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A while some bees are still flying, those bees will be lost from the colony, and will return to the site of the swarm or go back to 

the original  

3. Children's Area.  This is an important part of our stand, that will provide an op-

portunity to raise interest at an early age. It will be an attractive area giving infor-

mation on bees, their development, jobs in the hive and encouragement to provide 

bee nests and bee friendly plants. The children will be invited to dress in a bee suit 

and investigate a mini hive. They will be able to play a game and craft sessions will 

be organised at set times. Children will also be provided with a 'goody bag' includ-

ing bee information and details of websites where further information and craft 

ideas can be sourced. This area will also encourage teachers to use bees as a teach-

ing resource and will provide them with details of how they can obtain relevant in-

formation aimed at Key Stages 1 & 2 (Primary School).  

The WBKA will provide display material and a skep maker will be situated next to 

the children's area. An artist with her work will also be in attendance.  

The stand is set to be a wonderful display worthy of our Associations. We have so 

far sourced 600+ packets of seeds, colouring materials for the craft area, the pro-

vision of bee suits and hopefully the provision of the 'goody bags'. We are looking 

to provide heavyweight canes for the bee nests and plants to make the stand at-

tractive.  

If you have any connections or ideas on sourcing materials please get in 

touch.Three members of each Association make up the Joint Committee - 12 in all. 

It is therefore necessary for us to have additional help manning the stand over the 

four days. If you are able to help, please let us know - you will be provided with an 

entry ticket. I'm sure you will find it a very enjoyable experience, you don't have 

to be a bee expert as all the required information will be on the stand.  

Don't bee shy!   

Put your name forward now  

Janet Martin.  

Help make a difference-fill in the survey 

We are conducting a national survey to obtain information on current honey bee     
husbandry practices. We intend to gather this data regularly and use it to monitor 
trends in UK beekeeping and help with beekeeper training. The survey takes          
approximately 5 minutes to complete and will be of great value to beekeeping in the UK.  
 
All your answers are strictly confidential and will only be used for the purposes of this study.  
 
Please mark your responses where indicated and enter values or comments where appropriate. 
 
We hope to get the best possible results out of this survey and to make this the most comprehensive 
survey of beekeeping practices ever completed in the UK.  

 
https://secure.csl.gov.uk/beebase/public/News/news.cfm 

Thank you for your time  
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Beekeeping and Varroa Research  

Moray College, Elgin, Moray  

 

I am carrying out research into the distribution and prevalence of the Varroa mite in British honeybee 

colonies. The focal point of this phase of the project is a survey to gauge individual beekeepersõ experi-

ence of Varroa, and I am contacting beekeeping groups throughout Britain to ask them to bring the survey 

to the attention of their members. 

 

The project aims to use information from individual beekeepers and Geographical Information System 

(GIS) software to map the spread of the mite in an attempt to identify areas which have somehow re-

mained Varroa-free. This will require respondents to provide their postcodes, which can be converted 

into grid references and plotted on an Ordnance Survey digital map. As some might feel reluctant to pro-

vide their postcode information, I would like to assure them that all information provided will remain con-

fidential and, to prevent identification of individual locations, results will be aggregated and reported by 

area (e.g. parish level, county level, or beekeeper society area). While the main topic is Varroa, I have also 

included questions about general beekeeping; this information may prove useful both in this and future 

research. 

 

To produce a meaningful picture it is vital that as many beekeepers participate as possible, so I would 

really appreciate it if the questionnaire can be distributed to everyone you know who keeps bees, 

whether or not they belong to a beekeeping group. Responses from non-members could be particularly 

useful given that they may not necessarily be aware of best practice information which is often swapped at 

beekeeping meetings, or they may have knowledge and remedies which could prove equally important. 

Absence of evidence is not evidence of absence: a ôVarroa-freeõ area may appear so only because I havenõt 

received any responses from there! 

 

If you have any queries please email me at Donna.Clark@moray.uhi.ac.uk or leave a message for me on 

01343 576272 and I will phone you back. 

 

Thank you for your help. 

 

Donna Clark 

5th June 2009 

Form attached if e-mail, enclosed if posted 

mailto:Donna.Clark@moray.uhi.ac.uk
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¶ How many words can you make out of the nine      
         Letters above?  
¶ All words must contain the ORANGE letter.  

¶ Put all nine letters together to form one nine  

letter word associated with beekeeping.  
 

Last Months Nine Letter Word  INCUBATED   

L E G  

 O G  A 

 X A H 

SE C R E TA RY    SU E VE R R A N 

ALL CORRESPONDENCE,          
MEMBERSHIP, NEWSLETTER 

Ty Mel  
Maesteg Rd  

Coytrahen. BRIDGEND  
CF32 0EE 

01656 729699 
Verran@btinternet.com 

 

PRESIDENT  

ERIC BAILEY  

01656 656485 

Advice on all aspects of Beekeeping 
  

MIKE PETT  

CHAIRMAN  

01656 658963 

mpett@talktalk.net 
 

All Aspects of Beekeeping 
Association Shop 

  

JOHN  VERRAN  

APIARY  MANAGER  

01656 724249 

Verran@csl.gov.uk 
 

All Aspects of Beekeeping 
Bee Disease Advice 

  

JANET  MARTIN  

TREASURER 

01443 436699 

crazyjm@hotmail.co.uk 
 

All financial Matters 
  

ANGELA  LITHGOW  MAC LEAN           
W EB MASTER AND  LIBRARIAN  

myrkk@sky.com  
 

Library Loans 
Web Page  

  
ANDY  POULTER  

 EDUCATION  OFFICER 

 

ADP@pjpuk.fsbusiness.co.uk 
 

Beginners Classes 
Master Classes 

  

The newsletter is always looking for               
photographs, articles or stories. Just e-mail me 
your contributions (or post if you prefer) Sue Verran 

I would like to thank everyone who has contacted 

me or Sue to find out how I 

am.  

 

Passing kidney stones is quite 

an experience. Many thanks 

for all your kind words. I hope 

to be back in the apiary on 

Sunday mornings very soon.  

John V 

mailto:Verran@btinternet.com
mailto:mpett@talktalk.net
mailto:Verran@csl.gov.uk
mailto:crazyjm@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:myrkk@sky.com
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