Things to
Bee Done
This Month

¢ Mark your
Queens

e Put a Super on
with new
foundation to
control Swarms

e Get Swarm
catching
equipment
ready.

¢ Check Colonies
every 7-10 days

¢ Photograph
your Colonies
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Association News

Association
Colony
STOLEN

It was reported after the last meeting at the Association
Apiary that our best colony had been stolen.

There are warnings from the Police all over Wales of
Colonies being Stolen. You are advised to uniquely identify
your floor, brood box, lifts and roof both inside and out.
This should be obvious on the outside and more discrete
inside. Please photograph your colonies. If the colony is
stolen the police will use this information to return your
property. The Welsh Beekeeping Association will circulate
identifying marks to all Associations and sales to try and
track down the thieves.

Please report all suspicions behavior to the Police.

MAY 2009

Association
Meeting

Pencoed
Agricultural
College

Association Apiary
(Sun)

10.30am
MAY 3
MAY 10
MAY 17
MAY 24
MAY 31
JUNE 7 + 14

BEGINNERS

Your Opportunity

to ‘Have a Go’
Meet in Cemetery Car
Park
If you need a suit
contact Sue

Mentors Royal Welsh
Would like to help on The
Glamorgan's stand at this
years Royal Welsh
Agricultural Show this
summer. No experience
needed. Free entry and a
meal. Great family day
out. Half day either
morning or afternoon on
stand.  Contact Sue

Please contact John
Verran if you are
prepared to take
one or more of the
Beginners Apiary
Meetings.
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SWARM CONTROL WITHOUT FINDING THE QUEEN

Many black bees have queens that are difficult to find. It is quite possible to apply an effective swarm
control method without finding the queen

You need a spare brood box with drawn comb, a floor, inner cover and roof. Regular examination should
show you queen cells. Move the occupied hive to one side and put the new floor and brood box in its
place. Remove one comb (central for the cold way beekeeper, A A > e AR

third from the back for the warm-way fans). Take one comb from ' L
the occupied box. It should have on it bees and brood in all stages, w

doesn’t matter. Put this comb in the space you have created in the
new box, put the excluder on and then the occupied supers. Push |
the frames in the old box together and fill the gap with the spare |
comb taken from the ‘new’ one and place it elsewhere in the
apiary.

Next week, the box with no queen cells has the queen. If both |
boxes have cells, you lost the swarm before you looked. The
single brood comb on the old site is most likely to have the cells.
Reduce them to one and wait for 2-3 weeks before you look
again.

ANOTHER METHOD

Another method is to make use of the fact that most queens cannot pass through queen excluders. You
need the same spare equipment as before; a brood box and comb, inner cover and roof. Having found
queen cells during a regular examination and decided that swarming is inevitable, proceed as follows:-

| Empty the spare box of its combs and place it close by.

2 Go through the combs in the original box and brush or shake each one clear of bees - back into the old
brood box.

3 Place each cleared comb into the new brood box in original order.

4 Leave one comb, with brood in all stages, in the old brood box.

5 Now fill up this original box with the spare frames

6 Re-build the hive - queen excluder, supers - and put the box of cleared combs on top, then the inner
cover and roof.

7 At this point you have completed the Demaree method of swarm control.

8 Or, next day, put the original brood combs, now re-populated by bees, in their brood box on a new
floor at the side of the hive. Put a new inner cover and roof on the other hive.

You have now completed the first stage of the artificial swarm. Proceed as you would for that method

from now on, i.e, in five to seven days, move this box to a new location in the apiary. This move sheds

flying bees before any queen cells hatch.

Awthowg Lee




My first Year in Beekeeping

I have always been interested in nature, gardening and such. So as I sat
one night watching River Cottage with Huw Fearnley Whittingstall he T)_

had bought a couple of colonies of bees. I watched in amazement at how
fascinating it all was. When the programme finished I started looking it
up on the internet.
There is so much information available I started asking questions on various forums. I then
found a contact number for Bridgend bee keeping association. I made a phone call to Sue
Verran who informed me that I had missed the beginner's theory classes but to come along
to a club apiary meeting.
I turned up at Pencoed rather nervous but soon got to chatting with lots of other new
members. Borrowed a suit and got ready, we all walked to the apiary getting very excited
at the prospect of hands on teaching.
I was truly amazed seeing into a bee colony for my first time. It came to my turn to handle
a frame of bees and was well pleased at being able to see eqgs and brood in all different
stages. The way the apiary hands on sessions were run was just what I needed.
I returned home to tell the wife all about it and decided it would be something that I
would like to take up. Not very long after I got the chance of my first nuc, I already had a
_hive set up in my garden waiting for them. Got them home and transferred into their new
B o et Chodl by WirS o ol scr oL tHe oy Foom windbws e o the swarm er go back o
the original ] ; .
I resisted the temptation fo open them up for the next two weeks. On opening, I found
that there were some Queen cells being built. One of many, many worried phone calls to
Andly Poulter who, guided and helped me through lots of questions that I had to ask I was
assured that the bees will sort themselves out they are superseding the current queen.
Therefore, I left the cells to develop the last look I had at them before going away on
holidays for two weeks was three nicely capped queen cells hanging down from the bottom
of one of the frames. I spent the next two weeks on holidays wondering what was going on
back in the hive.
On my return I found that the gueen cells had gone and no eqggs visible in any frames
(another call to Andy) he assured me that there would be a virgin queen there somewhere
and not to worry but that she would start to lay soon.
A week later and there she was as bold as brass laying away before my very eyes.
Didn't get any honey from them as I got the nuc latish in the year but hope I get some this
year.
I have now bought four new hives and have two nucs on order so I have room for expansion
as well. I have also found myself a very good out apiary in the Tondu area as well.
So for all this year's new beekeepers don't worry too much ask as many questions as you
can as this association has many good beekeepers only ready and willing to help with any
questions.
Bye for now and hope to see you all at an apiary visit soon.
Craig (from Maesteg)
Ps
Many thanks to Andy Poulter for answering my many queries.
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Ty Mel
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Verran@btinternet.com

PRESIDENT

ERIC BAILEY
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Advice on all aspects of Beekeeping
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mpett@talktalk.net

All Aspects of Beekeeping
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All Aspects of Beekeeping
Bee Disease Advice . How many words can you make out of the nine
Letters above?
LT . . All words must contain the ORANGE letter.
TREASURER . Put all nine letters together to form one nine
01443 436699 letter word associated with beekeeping.
crazyjm@hotmail.co.uk

- Last Months Nine Letter Word SNELGROVE
All financial Matters

ANGELA LITHGOW MACLEAN
WEB MASTER AND LIBRARIAN

Livary Loans FOR SALE

Web Page
ANDY POULTER NATIONALS
EDUCATION OFFICER XXL SUIT
ADP@pjpuk.fsbusiness.co.uk Plus All Other EqUiPment
oo Chris Jones
eginners Classes
Master Classes 0 | 656 723725

(No Bees)
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