
The beginners are off to a ‘flying’  start at the new Association  

Apiary; above you see some of the new suits being demonstrated. 

If you have any concerns about your suits can you contact Janet 

Martin directly she will be able to sort you out. 

I hear you are all in the throws of getting your colonies. Remember 

to contact your ‘Beginners Group’ Team Leaders if you have any 

questions. You should register your colonies on Beebase          

www.beebase.csl.gov.uk 

The shed has been re-located from Pencoed to Bryngarw until the 

shipping container can be sourced. Many thanks to all who helped 

the association with the shed move. 

Association News 

The 82nd Midland and South Western Counties Convention of Beekeepers Conference 

To be held at the North Gower Hotel 

Llanrhidian, Gower, 

10th, 11th and 12th September, 2010 

 

The Host Association 

Swansea and District Beekeepers’ Society 
 

Enquiries to: Mrs. J Salkilld, 256 Gower Road, Sketty, 

Swansea, SA2 9JL. 

01792 205822. 
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May 11th 

7pm 
Extraction Room 

Visit 
Mike Pett 

21, Sycamore Close 

Bridgend. CF31 1QS 

 
The ultimate extraction 

experience with this 

state of the art purpose 

built extraction room. 

Next Meeting 

Start your record 
cards 
 
Main month for 
swarming—check 
colonies. 
 
Super as soon as 
the bees need 
space. 
 

Give a super of   
undrawn        
foundation to   
reduce swarming 
impulses. 
 
STAY AHEAD OF 
THE BEES! 

 

Are You Doing 
This? 

www.bridgendbeekeepers.co.uk 

Eco Fair 
  Parc Slip  

Wednesday 

 2nd June  
We will be putting on 

a display. I need     
volunteers to man the 
stall and make up an 
observation hive. Sue 



A hive record is a convenient way of showing the state of the colony each time it is inspected or manipulated. A   
simple marking system will give sufficient information to make decisions on what needs to be done next time and 
whether the colony will be useful for breeding new queens etc. a record card with columns that can be used to    
record the state of a colony. The columns are also described with a suggested marking system that you may find 
helpful. In time, beekeepers who keep records will develop their own marking system to suit their approach to the 
bees. This is fine. The important point is that records are kept. 
 
A requirement for attaining the óCertificate in Beekeeping Husbandryô is to maintain a record book of beekeeping for 
at least a season. Most beekeepers develop their own approach over the years and find that keeping records help 
them to manage their stocks more effectively.  
There is no specific format of records required for the Certificate in Beekeeping Husbandry as long as the records 
are sufficiently comprehensive to show the work the beekeeper has done over a season and how the colonies 
have progressed.  (British Beekeepers Association 2006) 
 

If you are in the business of rearing, production, or treating of farm animals (including bees) which will 
end up as food intended for human consumption, you must keep a record of any veterinary medicinal 
product you give them or treat them with.  
(To ensure compliance with the Veterinary Medicines Regulations 2008) 

Who must keep records?  

Any person engaged by way of business in the rearing, production or treatment of animals intended for 
the production of food, wool, skin, or fur or for other farming purposes.  

What is a Veterinary Medicinal Product?  

This includes medicinal additives for feeding stuffs, medicated feeding stuffs (Vita Feed or Fumadil, for 
example) vaccines, toxins or  serums, including sugar, ambrosia and all your Varroa treatments. 

Here is an example of the record card used in our Association Apiary. This card has been laminated and 
is filled in with a permanent marker. Designed by Greg Nuttgens and John Verran, if you would like a 
copy e-mail Sue. 

Hive Records  
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BEE COLONY RECORD FORM 

Total Weight of Honey Crop 2010  
Colony 

No. 
      

APIARY LOCATION =   

APIARY OWNER =   

                

Date   

BROOD 

NEST 
        

QUEEN 

CELLS 
    MITES   Food  Other   

QUEEN 
Marked

? 
Clipped

? 

No OF 
FRAME

S OF 

BROOD 

EGG
S 

SEEN

? 

ROOM   

No OF 
UN-

SEALED 
QUEEN 
CELLS 

SEEN? 

No OF 
SEALED 
QUEEN 
CELLS 

SEEN? 

No of 
FALLEN 
MITES 
SINCE 
LAST 

COUNT? 

(A) 

ELAPSED 
DAYS 
SINCE 
LAST 

COUNT? 

(B) 

Average 
FALLEN 
MITES  

(A/B)  

STORES 

Weather and Management Notes                                                                                        
Feed and Treatment Record                                                                                                                  

(batch no. and exp. date to be recorded)  

 

                            
 

                             

                             

C:/Users/BBKA/Documents/Beekeeping/Hive Record Card/Hive Record Card Individual pdf.pdf


Dear All, 

 
This is to let you know that the annual open meeting of ECBKA will take place at the National Dairy Cen-

tre, Gelli Aur, Carmarthenshire on   Thursday 13th May at 7:00 pm.  Our speakers will be Huw Jones 
and Amy Byrne of the Welsh Assembly Government, who have responsibilities for bees and beekeeping in 

Wales.   
This will be an opportunity to hear what they have to say about the 'Healthy Bees' initiative, and other 

matters affecting beekeeping in Wales, and to put your questions to them in the cosy atmosphere of the 
National Dairy Centre at Gelli Aur College.  This is just off the B4300 between Ffairfach (Nr Llandeilo) and 
Carmarthen.   

The open meeting  usually attracts a number of our friends from neighbouring associations, and I would be 
grateful if you would inform your members about it. 

Diolch yn fawr iawn, 
 

John Williams 
john@penrhiw.net 

 
Secretary, ECBKA 

 
(Please apply directly to John ) 

Whatôs on in Beekeeping 

 
 

That dream  of an idyllic place in the country with a few chickens and pigs, a couple of beehives, perhaps 

some sheep and goats or even a llama or two, could become a reality for you following a visit to this yearôs 
event. 

There is no place like the Festival for encouraging those with a passion for óThe Good Lifeô to take the 

crucial step.  The event is geared for the smallholder and the gardener and everything you want to know 
about how to make a start on a small country living can be found there, including experts to answer all your 
questions.  There is even a property road show  where you can find just the place to buy or rent to       

become a smallholder. 

0844 545 0517, or by e-mail: tickets@rwas.co.uk 

Smallholder and Garden Festival - 15 & 16 May 2010 

Gates are open to the public from 9.00am – 6.00pm 
 

See the good life at the Smallholder and Garden Festival 
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Would you like to invite the Association to your apiary 

this summer?  

Dates to suit you. Contact Sue  

01656 729699  

Verran@btinternet.com  

mailto:john@penrhiw.net
mailto:tickets@rwas.co.uk


Sue Verran  
SECRETARY 

TY MEL 
Maesteg Road 

Coytrahen 
Bridgend 
CF32 0EE 

01656 729699 
secretary@bridgendbeekeepers.co.uk 

All correspondence, Newsletter 
Equipment Loan 

BRIDGEND AND DISTRICT BEEKEEPERS 
ASSOCIATION 

Puff the  magic smoker, that’s what it was like in the     

second groups apiary session at Bryngarw. Thanks to 

Glyn for showing us all the different types of smoker 

fuel. 

My bees have arrived!!!! Plenty of bees and stores, a 

new laying queen. They have been transferred into 

my brand new hive frame by frame. I now have 

eleven brand new brood frames complete with   

foundation I don’t need—   erh, forgot the bees 

would come on their frames!!!!! 

Super straight on (advised), sit back and enjoy.  

I now sit and watch them coming and going, going 

and coming, coming and going. I thought you could 

waste time watching chickens, but these little darlings 

are  mesmerizing. Need to get a book to find out 

what pollen they are bringing in, yellow pollen,    

Dandelion I think. 

Washed my bee suit (as instructed), cleaned my hive 

tool. Leave them alone now says Mike, but if the 

weather looks good next weekend I might just have  

a peep! 

Beginning with Bees ïJ 

John Verran  
President  

01656 724249 
John.verran@btinternet.com 

All Aspects of Beekeeping 
Expert Bee Disease Advice 

Mike Pett  
Chairman  

01656 658963 

mpett@talktalk.net 
All Aspects of Beekeeping 

Association Shop 

Craig Brocklebank  
Apiary Manager  

01656 730582 
c_brocklebank@sky.com 

All Association Apiary Events 

Andy Poulter  
Education Officer  

 ADP@pjpuk.fsbusiness.co.uk 

Beginners Classes 
Master Classes 

Angela  Lithgow MacLean  
WEB Master/Librarian  

01639 710293 

library@bridgendbeekeepers.co.uk 
Library Loans 

Web Page  

Janet Martin  
Treasurer  

01443 436699 

treasurer@bridgendbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

S N I  

A E R 

S E C 
¶ How many words can you make 

out of the 9 letters above? 
¶ Each word must contain the centre 

letter (yellow) 
¶ Put all nine letters together to form 

one nine letter word associated 
with Beekeeping. 

Last months nine letter word: BEHAVIOUR 

Www.bridgendbeekeepers.co.uk  


