Are You Doing
This?

1 Order your
nucs for
delivery in
the Spring

1 Put a list on
your fridge
of
beekeeping
gifts you
would like
for Christmas

)| Give your
e-mail
address to
the
Association

1 Write an
article for
the
Newsletter
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Association News

Honey Show Winners 2009

Back RowHilary Reesfi Best Honey Cakd aura Lee Best

Wax Candle Anthony Lee Best Honey For Sale.
Front RowBest Free Fooil Keira Atyeo-Canter.
Best Honey in Showfi Craig Brocklebank

Congratulations to all the
winners in the Honey Show
this year. Another poor
beekeeping year was evident
in the honey on show, all
light. A good year would see
honey from lard white to
dark.

However we have had a super
crop of beginners . You are all
most welcome.

Any member who has the
Newsletter by mail and hasn’t
had an insurance form can
they Contact me to pick it up
at the next meeting.

Christmas raffle—You will
have your raffle tickets this
month, again due to the
postal strike can you get them
back to me at the next

meeting if possible. For new
members it works something
like this, donate a prize for the
hamper associated with honey/
beekeeping/wax etc. Or any
other prize.

The first prize is always the
super hamper. It pays to turn
up to the meeting for the raffle
as if your ticket is picked and
you’re not in the room the
members choose your prize
from the table.

The association has struck a
deal with a local commerecial
beekeeper to supply nucs to
members at an advantageous
price. With a nationwide short-
age of bees | urge members to
book their bees for delivery in
the spring. See page 4.

Happy Beekeeping Sue

Next Meeting

Tuesday
November 10
pm

Honey, Jam and
Chutney Labels
How to remain
within the Law

David Gregory
DCA MTSI
Fair Trading Officer
Trading Standards
Service
Bridgend County
Borough Council

Tea, Coffee and
Herbal

It has been a tradition of thg
Association that we do not
charge for refreshments.

Please can we continue with

this tradition and remind

members to bring in a box of

tea, jar of coffee and pack q
herbal as we run down.

Each meeting we need
donations of milk and
biscuits.

f
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Basic Beekeeping 0 The National Hive

When starting beekeeping one of the most important decisions you will make is what design of hive to buy. Thefe

are many different designs on the market., all have their pros and cons.
Before deciding do some research, make a list of features that are important to you e.g. Supers not too heavy o

large brood box, then make your decision. Keep to one design so that all your equipment is interchangeable wh
convenient when you have more than one colony.

The National is made up of the following component pieces.
Open Mesh Floor sometimes called Varroa Fladrwith removable tray for counting

mites

BroodBoxicont ains 6deepd frames of wax fou
raise the brood.

Brood Frames in brood box.

Crown Boardii Placed on top of the brood box, or on top of any added boxes e.g. sup
Ventilation holes are cut into the board which later can accommodate a Porter Bee Esc
Porter Bee Escapes ( not shown) allow you to remove bees from the supers before
extracting the honey.

Queen excluderii put on top of the brood box (chamber) when supers are added.
Prevents the queen from laying eggs in the super. Remember to move the crown board
from on top of the brood box to on top of the new super.

Superii Contains shallow wax foundation, here the honey is stored

Super frames in the super box.

Rooffi Placed on top of the Crown Board.
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Your Association Shop

With so many new members | have been prompted to jot down some explanatory notes
about our Association Shop. This is a non profit making service provided exclusively for
the members of the Bridgend and District Beekeeping Association. If there is any profit
at all it goes directly to the Association and no official of the Association is paid for their
work. There are no official stockists of beekeeping equipment within a 25 mile radius of
Bridgend and members wishing to make purchases will either have to
travel or make purchases by post. Either way additional costs will be
involved and possibly delays in obtaining the desired item.

The shop really does not exist as such 1 it is the downstairs part of my
garage and has to share with various other items of domestic
equipment essential to the smooth running of the Pett household so
when calling do not be too disappointed by an apparent lack of

order i trust me | really do know where everything is!!

| try to maintain adequate stocks of everything that you are likely to

need but remember that early in the season we buy as much stock as

we can afford in the appliance suppliers sales but anything you decide to buy later in the
season will be likely to have increased in price as it will not be a sale item.

New members wishing to buy hives are asked to hand over a cheque for £85 when
placing their order. This will not be cashed until the hives are in stock so your money will
be entirely safe. Remember also that if you are a new beekeeper there will be additional
costs of frames and foundation at approximately £30 plus a smoker and hive tool.

We do not stock beekeeping suits as there is such a wide variety available and you will

all be different in size. Quality will also vary considerably so speak to other members

before ordering. A good quality suit will last you for years and manufacturers such as

Sherriff or BB Wear will repair parts such as faulty veils and zips at a very reasonable

cost. Neither do we stock beekeeping gauntlets as a pair of Marigold washing up gloves

will do just as well and cost considerably less. Jars are no longer stocked in the shop

due to

a) alack of storage space

b) difficulty in getting a lorry up my drive and

c) advancing years (minel!!) resulting in skeletal problems through lifting so may
boxes.

| also have a life to lead so telephone before calling to make sure | am in. If you say you
will be calling at a certain time please do so but if for any reason you are delayed
telephone as | may have other commitments and would not like you to have a wasted
journey.

Mike Pett
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Sue Verran
SECRETARY
TY MEL
Maesteg Road
Coytrahen
Bridgend
CF32 OEE
01656 729699
secretary@bridgendbeekeepers.co.uk
All correspondence, Membership
Newsletter
Equipment Loan

Eric Bailey
PRESIDENT
01656 656485
Advice on all aspects of Beekeeping

Mike Pett
Chairman
01656 658963
mpett@talktalk.net
All Aspects of Beekeeping
Association Shop

John Verran
Apiary Manager
01656 724249
Verran@csl.gov.uk
All Aspects of Beekeeping
Bee Disease Aadvice

Andy Poulter
Education Officer
ADP@pjpuk.fsbusiness.co.uk
Beginners Classes
Master Classes

Angela Lithgow MaclLean
WEB Master/Librarian
01639 710293
library@bridgendbeekeepers.co.uk
Library Loans
Web Page

Janet Martin
Treasurer
01443 436699
treasurer@bridgendbeekeepers.co.uk
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1 How many words can you make out of the 9
letters above?

1 Each word must contain the centre letter (yellow)

1 Put all nine letters together to form one nine
letter word associated with Beekeeping.

Last months nine letter word: TUTORIALS

Nucs for Sale

WE SELL 5 FRAME NUCLEUS AVAILABLE FROM MID
APRIL ONWARDS.

Non returnable plywood box, inside the box you
get 5 frames. brood, food ,bees and
2010 marked laying Queen
Brood at all stages eggs, larvae & sealed
All Nucs D.E.F.R.A. inspected before dispatch

Priced at £140*

*exclusive to Bridgend and District Beekeepers
Association

*Please book your order as soon as possible,
guote your membership number when ordering to

get this special price.
Colin Chivers
Tonyrefail Apiary
‘TWIN OAKS' Penrhiwfer Road
Tonyrefail Porth CF39 8EY
Tel: 0793 1810610 01443 671854

Www.Tonyrefailapiary.co.uk



