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Association News

Bill Lee Craig Brocklebank, lan John, and Glyn Canter from the
Association were recently involved in a practice ‘Emergency
Response Exercise’ held by FERA at Bryngarw House in Bridgend.
The exercise was to practice the response to a confirmed case of

small hive beetle in a local apiary.

| can confirm that we will be moving the Association Apiary from
Pencoed College to Bryngarw House. The new site will be locked
and secure . The bees will be moved in the winter after the new
site has been prepared. The site will be set up to cater for two sets
of beginners to work on different projects. We hope to purchase
new hives for all the colonies. In addition to being a better site for

the bees, there are large grounds, children’s area and café.

Cardiff Beekeepers Association have offered Ambrosia bee feed at a
special price to our members. Contact Julia and Julian Bartlett.

01633 441 008 home 07706 691 766 mobile

Wasps, there are reports of more than usual numbers of wasps
this year. Many colonies have been killed by wasp attack. The advice
is make the entrance smaller, lean a plank just above the entrance
to help the bees defend. Put out a wasp trap. Quarter fill a large
pickle jar with jam NOT HONEY, make up to half a jar with
warm water. Cut a X in the lid and bend down the sharp edges.

The wasps will go in but can’t get out.

Basic Beekeeping Exam and Modules—any member wanting to do
these exams needs to get back to me by November Ist as | need

to arrange examiners and Master classes. Details on web site.
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Happy Beekeeping, Sue

Beginners and Improvers Courses

Members who completed the summer Apiary

basics of beekeeping.

beginners course last year have Meetings

asked if they could attend this If you have NEVER done the Beekeeping is a
years beginners group again to beginners cou(;st;a b::t :ave bees practical skill
consolidate their first year in you can attend both the and the

beginners and the improvers
group, but if you have
completed a beginners course
can you please only attend the

experience you

get at the apiary will stand you
in good stead when you get
your bees. We are very lucky
in our Association having some
of the best beekeepers in

Wales as tutors.

beekeeping. However there
has been a big demand for the
beginners class this year. It has
been decided to run an
improvers group starting in
January for any member who
would like to consolidate the

improvers group.

It is strongly recommended
that beginners attend the
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Bridgend and District Beekeepers Winter Meetings

2009-2010
Date and Time Venue Meeting
Oct. 13, 7pm Parc Slip Nature Honey Show
Reserve
Oct 20, 7pm Parc Slip Nature Beginners — Week 1
Reserve
Oct 27, 7pm Parc Slip Nature Beginners — Week 2
Reserve
Nov 03, 7pm Parc Slip Nature Beginners — Week 3
Reserve
ar 418 e Parc Slip Nature Honey, Chutney and Jam Label Regulations
o i Reserve David Gregory, Fair Trading Officer
Nov 17, 7pm Parc Slip Nature Beginners — Week 4
Reserve
Nov 24, 7pm Parc Slip Nature Beginners — Week 5
Reserve
Dec 01, 7pm Parc Slip Nature Beginners — Week 6
Reserve
Dec 08, 7pm Parc Sllp Nature AGM and Grand Prize Draw
Reserve
Jan 30, 8.30-4 Parc Slip Nature Food Hygiene Course (must book) £35
Reserve
Feb 02, 7pm Parc Slip Nature Improvers Course Week 1
Reserve
e 8L S Parc Slip Nature How to prevent colonies dying—Advice on
o U Reserve getting Varroa treatments right, Mike Pett
Feb 16, 7pm Parc Slip Nature Improvers Course Week 2
Reserve
Feb 23, 7pm Parc Slip Nature Improvers Course Week 3

Reserve

March 09, 7pm

Parc Slip Nature
Reserve

Swarm Control — New advice on preventing
Queen less colonies , John Verran RBI Wales

All meetings are on a Tuesday night EXCEPT for the Food Hygiene Course.

Food Hygiene Course MUST BE BOOKED IN ADVANCE - LIMITED SPACES

Sue Verran (Secretary)

secretary@bridgendbeekeepers.co.uk

01656 729699

www.bridgendbeekeepers.co.uk
Dates and Times Occasionally Change. Please Check with
The Newsletter and Web Page
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Welcome

Welcome to Bridgend and District Beekeepers Association's new
website. Apologies for the rather stark appearance at the moment,
it is a work in progress and so each time you visit you will hopefully
see it evolve. Eventually we hope to have a members area with a
forum [to help you all keep in touch outside of association
meetings], a market-place, and many other features.

Beekeeping is a fascinating hobby that many find becomes incredibly
addictive. The aim of Bridgend Beekeepers Association is to
promote and further the craft of Beekeeping through education and
mentoring of new Beekeepers. If you are interested in finding out
more about beekeeping please come along to one of our apiary
days. Contact Sue first if you require a loan of a beekeeping suit.

If there is anything you wish to see on the site, or if there are any errors, then please do drop me an e-mail.

Congratulations to Angela on launching the new web site. Please note there are changes to e-mail
addresses for the committee and a new web site address.

The website is another means of keeping in touch with members, why not make the web page your
‘home page’.

We would really like you to get involved with the site. Please send in photographs, recipes, articles,
video, in fact anything you want concerning bees or beekeeping. You will soon be able to get the last 5
years back copies of the Newsletter on the web site.

One of the problems we found when we put the site up is, we don’t have a LOGO. The Association has
been around for over 100 years and although | know we had a logo when we were Glamorgan
Beekeepers Association we didn’t commission a new one when we became Bridgend and District

Beekeepers Association.

| have made some enquiries and Bridgend College have come to our aid, the Graphic Design students
are in the process of designing a logo and will ‘pitch’ (technical arty term) their ideas to the Association
in the next few weeks.

Since we have been sending the Newsletter by e-mail to most of our members the cost to the
Association in stamps, paper, ink have reduced remarkably. | know that there are people out there who
have an e-mail address but still want a paper copy of the Newsletter. Can | implore you to change over
to electronic. There are a few people to whom | can’t e-mail the Newsletter, they have their security
too high, so when | send multi addressed e-mails their computer thinks I'm ‘junk’. Please check your junk
box and move me into your inbox and tell your computer I’'m not junk. This is a particular problem if
you have a work e-mail address. Alerts | receive from Bees Officers or VWBKA will now be posted on

the Website another good reason to go ‘electronic’.

Support the website contact Angela and send in your stuff. Sue
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BRIDGEND AND DISTRICT BEEKEEPERS

ASSOCIATION

Www.bridgendbeekeepers.co.uk

Sue Verran
SECRETARY
TY MEL
Maesteg Road
Coytrahen
Bridgend
CF32 OEE
01656 729699

secretary@bridgendbeekeepers.co.uk
All correspondence, Membership

Newsletter
Equipment Loan

Eric Bailey
PRESIDENT
01656 656485
Advice on all aspects of Beekeeping

Mike Pett
Chairman
01656 658963
mpett@talktalk.net
All Aspects of Beekeeping
Association Shop

John Verran
Apiary Manager
01656 724249
Verran@csl.gov.uk
All Aspects of Beekeeping
Bee Disease Advice

Andy Poulter
Education Officer
ADP@pjpuk.fsbusiness.co.uk
Beginners Classes
Master Classes

Angela Lithgow MaclLean
WEB Master/Librarian
01639 710293
library@bridgendbeekeepers.co.uk
Library Loans
Web Page

Janet Martin
Treasurer
01443 436699
treasurer@bridgendbeekeepers.co.uk
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« How many words can you make out
of the 9 letters above?

« Each word must contain the centre
letter (yellow)

« Put all nine letters together to form
one nine letter word associated with
Beekeeping.

Last months nine letter word: EFFECTIVE

Food Hygiene Course

The legal requirement is that food handlers have food
hygiene training appropriate to the level of food

handling activities undertaken. For honey production

this is considered a low risk activity and therefore you

wi || need to cover what is
of food AmgelaiCelese 0

Environmental Health Officer Bridgend , Sept 09

This means that you need to have the course if you

sell or give free of charge to friends any honey you
produce. The course is essential if you sell at
Farmer éds Markets or shops
produce the certificate.

The Association will be running a course BUT there
will be limited places. Please can you contact me if
you want to do the course. There will be a charge, it is
a full day on a Saturday. Payment in full will need to
be made when you fill in the application form.

The course needs to be renewed every three years. If
| have enough applicants | will consider a second
course. The cost will £35, application form with your
Newsletter. First Come First Served

Sue



